	PLANNING A NON-EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

	

	Preparation
	Date: December 1St 2015
	Feast: Advent
	Focus: First Sunday of Advent


	
	Place: Year 5/6 Classroom 

	Time: 10.30 am 
	Group: Year 5/6

	
	Required Props (Cross, candles, symbol etc):

· Advent Wreath

· Advent candles

· Matches 

· Prayer table with purple cloth 

· Bible



	
	How will symbols be displayed/used? (What specific action?):

Students will be required to sit in a circle. In the middle of the circle the prayer table will be placed. The purple cloth is to cover the table. The Bible is to be placed on the table and opened to the Gospel Reading. The Advent Wreath and candles are to also be placed on the table. 



	

	Gather (Introductory  Rites)
	Welcome:

Leader 1: Welcome to our Advent Liturgy. Today we have gathered to celebrate the First Sunday of Advent. Over the next four weeks we will be waiting in anticipation and praying for the coming of Jesus Christ. Jesus is a special gift God gave us. Today, we will reflect upon what we can share with others in return for all the gifts God has given us, especially the gift of Jesus. Let us stand to sing a song about how we are excited for the coming of Jesus – Maranatha! 

Gathering Hymn: Maranatha by Andrew Chin

Opening Prayer:

Leader 2: Jesus, we want to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate your birthday at Christmas. We want to think of things we can give you. Christmas is your birthday and we want to prepare presents for you. Help us to forget about ourselves for a while and to think only of you and how we can offer you love and joy. 

 All: May we offer you only love and joy this Advent. 

 Leader 3: Jesus, teach us how to think about you this Advent. Teach us to reach out to others, to the poor, the lonely, the sick and the hungry. When we give gifts to them, we are giving gifts to you. Help us to be generous. Help us to be strong.

 

All: May we offer you only love and joy this Advent. 

Leader 4: Come, Lord Jesus! Fill us with faith and hop in your promise to come into our hearts and our world. May your word make us ready to welcome you again and again. Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

	
	

	

	Listen (Liturgy of the Word)
	Reading/s:

Responsorial Psalm: 25: 4-5

Leader 6: Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36

Leader 7: "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."


	

	Share, Reflect, Respond 
	Prayer/Reflection/Action:

Prayer: 

Leader 8: Today we begin a new Liturgical Season. This season is known as Advent. Advent marks the beginning of a new year for the Church. To celebrate this New Year we will light the first Advent candle. When we light this candle we are asked to think about the excitement which is bought about by the birth of Jesus. We thank God for giving us the wonderful gift of His Son and consider the ways in which we can thank God for this gift. 

Student to light the first purple Advent Candle. 

Leader 9: Dear God, our Father, bless this Advent Wreath and all of us. Fill us with your life and strengthen us to live lives of love. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Leader 10: Heavenly Father, as we begin this Advent, give light to our eyes and peace to our hearts. May the Lord find us watching and waiting in joy when he comes. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

All: Amen. 

Reflection: 
Leader 11: The word Advent means ‘to come’. During this Liturgical Season we are celebrating and preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

Leader 12: We can see from the Old Testament that God has always told humans how much he loves them. He promised them that he would send a Saviour. Today, we know this Saviour to be his Son, Jesus. 

Leader 13: On Christmas we celebrate the birth of God’s gift, Jesus. This gift from God shows us how much he loves us.  During the season of Advent, we take time to think about what gifts we can give Jesus. 

Leader 14: We receive many gifts in our lives. Sometimes these gifts are wrapped and sometimes they are not. We receive gifts of support, guidance, happiness and forgiveness from people who love us. 
Reflect and Share: 
Leader 15: Today, I ask you what type of gifts do you think Jesus wants from us? What are some loving actions you can do during the season of Advent to get your heart ready for Jesus? 

Students will be presented with three pieces of paper. On these pieces of paper students are to write their responses to this question. Students will then place their pieces of paper on the class prayer table to serve as a visual reminder of the meaning of this Liturgical Season. 

Prayers of the Faithful (the students may have written their own, prior to holding this liturgy, to present. If not, the following could be used)
Leader 16: We pray that our Advent celebration will be a time of reflection for the coming of Jesus. Lord Hear Us. 

All: Lord Hear Our Prayer. 

Leader 17: We pray that our Advent celebration will be filled with love, prayer and excitement as we wait for the coming of Christ. Lord Hear Us. 

All: Lord Hear Our Prayer. 

Leader 18: We pray for members of our school community that they share the gifts of friendship, love, happiness and forgiveness during this Advent season. Lord Hear Us. 

All: Lord Hear Our Prayer. 

Leader 18: We ask this through Christ Our Lord. 
All: Amen. 


	

	Go & Tell (Concluding Rites)
	Dismissal:

Leader: 

God of Hope, 

As light comes to us from the Advent candle,
May the blessing of your Son, Jesus, be with us;
Warming our hearts and brightening our way.
During this Advent Season this candle is a beacon of 
Hope as we prepare for the coming light of Christ,
Who brings forgiveness and healing to our world.

Amen.
Concluding Hymn: It's Advent – Jim Cosgrove 
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